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readers. Electronic note-taking devices with 
refreshable Braille displays give students 
access to the Internet, shared files, and Braille 
at the same time sighted peers have access to 
print. Technology common in many schools 
and classrooms, such as tablets and smart-
phones, can be used by individuals with visual 
impairments. Many of these devices have 
accessibility features built into their operating 
systems and can be accessed by anyone using 
the device.

The American Printing House for the 
Blind in Louisville, Kentucky, is a valuable 
resource for special media, tools, and materi-
als needed for an educational program. The 
American Foundation for the Blind has 
many publications on technology for con-
sumers with visual impairments. Learning 
Ally (previously known as Recording for the 

Blind & Dyslexic) is a national educational library for people with print disabili-
ties, including blindness and visual impairments. It provides audio textbooks along 
with reference and professional materials for people who cannot read standard print 
because of a disability. Similarly, Bookshare (2016), supported by the U.S. Department 
of Education, provides free accessible books to students in the United States who 
experience print disabilities.

IDEA Requirements
IDEA 2004 requires the IEP team to consider the provision of assistive technology 
devices and services in the development of the student’s IEP. Many twenty-first- 
century classrooms are increasingly relying on technology to enhance student learning. 
Pupils with visual impairment especially benefit from the use of technology, which 
runs the gamut from low-tech to high-tech. See Table 13.8 for examples of these 
technologies.

Despite the increase in use of technology, one form of low-tech technology retains 
its importance for some students with visual impairments—Braille. Braille has been, 
and will continue to be, an important component of the educational program for indi-
viduals with vision loss. Under IDEA, Braille instruction is required unless the IEP 
team determines that it is not appropriate after evaluation of the student’s reading and 
writing skills, needs, and appropriate reading and writing media (Mittler, 2007).

Technology and Literacy
Technology plays an integral role in learning and all aspects of daily living, from literacy 
and mathematics to mobility to independent living. Students with visual impairments 
must have their technology needs assessed and recommendations made so that spe-
cialized equipment and devices are accessible in daily activities. Today, many children 
and young adults are learning to use various forms of technology despite their loss of 
vision. Table 13.9 illustrates some of the options available for persons who are visually 
impaired.

Technology plays a vital role in the lives of students who are visually impaired.
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